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Lett er from the
Denver Preschool Program

Dear Partners,

This was another big year for the Denver Preschool Program. Not only did we enroll 

our 20,000th child in the program, we also co-hosted Preschool One Book One Denver 

with a llama, received another positive evaluation report and helped launch the 

fi rst annual Rocky Mountain Early Childhood Conference for the early childhood 

community (which will return in 2013). 

On top of these achievements, the Denver Preschool Program continued to help 

improve the quality of preschool in Denver and increase preschool access for 

Denver’s children. With about 70 percent of eligible 4-year-olds participating, the 

Denver  Preschool Program has quickly become one of the highest enrolled preschool 

programs of its kind in the country. This is no small feat, and one for which our entire 

community should be very proud. 

Perhaps most importantly, the results of our annual evaluation point to a program 

that continues to get results for Denver’s kids. The vast majority of children that 

participate in the Denver Preschool Program end up leaving us ready for school. 

We are energized by the support of all our partners and are thankful for your 

dedication to education. We look forward to working with you over the coming 

year to continue providing access to quality early childhood education for all of 

Denver’s kids.

Thank you for your support of the Denver Preschool Program.

 Yours in service,

 Eileen Piper          John Plotkin
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The Denver Preschool 

Program is a non-profi t 

organization established and 

operated through the support 

of the entire Denver community. 

The Denver Preschool Program 

helps Denver families pay for 

preschool across the city and 

offers funding to local preschool 

programs to improve their 

quality. The Denver Preschool 

Program is open and voluntary 

for all Denver children the year 

before they are eligible for 

kindergarten. 



Denver’s
investment
is paying off 

Each year, the Denver Preschool Program measures its success through an  
independent evaluation. This year’s report shows that the Denver Preschool 
Program’s commitment to quality education is impacting the Denver community 
and helping students achieve more in the short-term and long-term. 

The report shows that Denver Preschool Program students made signifi cant 
progress during their preschool year – above and beyond what would be 
expected based on normal child development. Our research suggests that  
students who leave the Denver Preschool Program ready for kindergarten are 
more likely to be strong and successful readers in their early elementary years. 
By various measures, more than three-quarters of Denver Preschool Program 
kids are leaving the program ready for kindergarten.

“My daughter was 
way ahead when 
she left  preschool. 
I cannot imagine 
where we would be 
without the Denver 
Preschool Program.” 
Kellie, Denver Preschool Program parent

Percentage of kids who leave preschool ready for kindergarten based on...

The vast majority of Denver Preschool Program 
children leave the program ready for school

THERE ARE 158 PRESCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN THE DENVER PRESCHOOL PROGRAM 

WITH 259 UNIQUE LOCATIONS AROUND DENVER. 

Denver Preschool Program 
sites with a 3 or 4-star* 
Qualistar Colorado rating



Who we’re 
helping

D E N V E R 
P R E S C H O O L 
P R O G R A M
I N  A C T I O N 
When Bayarmaa moved to America 
to learn English almost 10 years 
ago, she didn’t realize her greatest 
teacher would be her 5-year-old 
son, Andy. 

Bayarmaa, a housekeeping super-
visor at a Denver hotel, is a single 
mother who struggles to make 
ends meet. Even though she is busy 
working to support her family, she 
is dedicated to making sure her son 
Andy learns English and gets a good 
education.

“The most important thing for my 
son is education,” said Bayarmaa. “I 
came to the U.S. to learn English 
and I sent him to preschool because 
I wanted him to learn English as 
well. I found the Denver Preschool 
Program really helped.”

Bayarmaa worried that she wouldn’t 
be able to aff ord preschool for Andy. 
Fortunately, she applied for the 
Denver Preschool Program and was 
able to send her son to The Dalton 
Gang, a 3-star family child care home.

“I would not have had this chance 
to send my son to preschool if there 
was no tuition credit,” said Bayarmaa

Today, Andy is doing great. He is 
in kindergarten and likes reading 
and drawing. His mother says he 
continues to build his English 
vocabulary every day.

As for Bayarmaa, she says

“I feel happy.”

Students by Child’s Ethnicity (2010-11)

*As measured by the Qualistar 4-star scale.

In 2011, the Denver Preschool Program 
provided tuition credits to 5,915 children



How we’re doing it
The Denver Preschool Program is the result of a ballot measure 
approved by Denver voters in 2006 that sets aside a percentage of 
Denver sales tax revenue to fund the program. Since January 2007, 
the city has collected approximately $10 million per year for the 
program, the vast majority of which goes directly to the students’ 
education through tuition credits and quality improvement funding 
for preschools. Every $1 spent on quality early childhood education 
can save the entire community as much as $14 in the long-term.

The typical Denver Preschool Program family receives between 
$254-$283 per month to help pay for the cost of a Denver preschool. 
Two-thirds of Denver Preschool Program families report annual 
family incomes of less than $30,000.

“We wouldn’t have 
been able to send 
our son to preschool 
without the Denver 
Preschool Program 
tuition credit.”
Abby, a  former Denver Preschool 
Program parent

Denver Preschool Program’s Financials

Denver Preschool Program’s Impact Since 2007



About us
DENVER PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JOHN PLOTKIN – Chair 
Partner, Gregory & Plotkin

TANDY DILWORTH, PHD - Secretary, Treasurer  
Asset Management, Xcel Energy, Inc.

ALBUS BROOKS  
District 8 Councilman, Denver City Council  

SUSAN BURKS
President, BurksComm

GLORIA HIGGINS
President, GenSpring Family Offi ces

DIANA ROMERO-CAMPBELL
Director, School Readiness, Mile High United Way

THERESA PEÑA
Executive Director, Denver Education Compact

DENVER PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
BOARD OF ADVISORS

GERIE GRIMES — Chair
Hope Center

LINDA ADAMS
Colorado Assn. for the Education of Young Children

EVI BACHRACH MAKOVSKY
NAI Shames Makovsky

ALICIA BIGGS
University of Northern Colorado

CHARLOTTE BRANTLEY 
Clayton Early Learning 

CHERYL CALDWELL  
Denver Public Schools 

BETTY C. DE BACA
Escuela Tlatelolco 

MARIANA ENRIQUEZ-OLMOS  
Independent Evaluation Consultant

JUDY HAM 
United Cerebral Palsy of Colorado

GERRI GOMEZ HOWARD   
The Gomez Howard Group, LLC 

ABBY HUMPHREY
Retired, Montview Community Preschool & Kindergarten

LARA JAKUBOWSKI
LWJ Consulting

MONICA LOBATO-FOX
Denver Public Schools

LEE REICHERT
Molson Coors Brewing Company

DR. STEPHEN VOGLER  
Denver Health

CAREY WIRTZFELD

MIKE YANKOVICH 
Children’s Museum of Denver

DENVER PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM STAFF

EILEEN PIPER — Chief Executive Offi cer

DAN SCHALLER — Program Manager

ELLEN BASKERVILLE — Program Assistant

CONTACT US:

P.O. Box 40037
Denver, CO 80204-0037
Phone: (303) 595-4DPP(4377)
Email: info@dpp.org

www.DenverPreschoolProgram.org

CONNECT WITH US:

         facebook.com/DenverPreschoolProgram             dpp_org

“The Denver Preschool Program 
is really doing its part to improve 
the culture of quality among 
Denver’s preschools. That’s 
something we should all be 
grateful for.”  
 Theresa Peña, Executive Director, Denver Education Compact


